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SUB J : ANNOUNCEMENT OF BREZHNEV VISIT 
REF: NEW DELHI 8869 AND NEW DELHI 9693 

1. OCTOBER 3 DELHI PRESS GAVE FRONT PAGE COVERAGE BUT NO SPECIAL 
BALLYHOO TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S ANNOUNCEMENT THE DAY BEFORE 
THAT BREZHNEV "WILL MAKE A FRIENDLY OFFICIAL VISIT TO INDIA 

IN THE SECOND PART OF NOVEMBER THIS YEAR AT THE INVITATION 
OF PRIME MINISTER INDIRA GANDHI". 

2. THE ANNOUNCEMENT FOLLOWS A BUILDUP THAT HAS INCLUDED BREZHNEV'S 
LAUDATORY REMARKS ON INDIA AT TASHKENT, ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 
TWO MILLION TON GRAIN LOAN TO INDIA, AND THE LAYING OF THE 
FOUNDATIONS TONE FOR THE SOVIET-AIDED MATHURA REFINERY. THESE 
HAVE RECEIVED FAVORABLE PLAYBACK HERE, SETTING AN UPBEAT TONE 
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FOR BREZHNEV'S TRIP. COMMENTING ON THE GRAIN DEAL AND THE VISIT, 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

THE TIMES OF INDIA SAID BREZHNEV COULD NOT HAVE SELECTED A 
BETTER TIME TO VISIT THIS COUNTRY. AT MATHURA, MRS. GANDHI 
SAID THE GRAIN LOAN HAD SHOWN HOW GENUINE THE SOVIET'S FRIEND- 
SHIP WITH INDIA IS: THE SOVIET UNION IS A FRIEND BUT IT HAD 
NEVER SUGGESTED TO INDIA WHAT TO DO OR WHAT NOT TO DO IN ANY 
SITUATION. 

3. IN FACT, THE SOVIET UNION HASN'T "DONE MUCH" FOR INDIA LATELY 
AND THE GRAIN DEAL AS WELL AS THE NICE WORDS WILL HELP TO BURNISH 
THE SOVIET IMAGE IN ANTICIPATION OF THE BREZHNEV TRIP; 
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